


n 1996, John Pappajohn, president of 
Equity Dynamics, Inc., established five 
entrepreneurial centers throughout Iowa. 
The John Pappajohn Entrepreneurial Center 

(JPEC) at the University of Northern Iowa 
offers programs focusing on entrepreneurship 
education, technology transfer, and capital 
investment for small businesses.

 Academic Entrepreneurship
The UNI JPEC has several options for academic 
entrepreneurship. These include a Certificate in 
Entrepreneurship, the Okoboji Entrepreneurial 
Institute, and the CIPCO Business Enhancement 
Internship program. 

The Certificate in Entrepreneurship is open to 
all majors. The program is six hours for business 
majors and can be up to 15 credit hours for non-
business majors. The purpose of the program 
is to engage students in active participation in 
the development of entrepreneurial enterprises. 
They will do this through a combination of 
traditional course work specifically directed to 
entrepreneurial ventures and participation in an 
enterprise experience through the development 
of a business plan for a new venture and an 
experiential project.

The Okoboji Entrepreneurial Institute provides 
eight UNI students the opportunity to participate 
with students from the University of Iowa 
and Iowa State University for this week-long, 
intensive small business simulation. Students earn 
three hours of UNI credit and learn from real 

business owners and college faculty how to start 
and run a small business. The Institute is held at 
the Lakeside Lab at Lake Okoboji. Tuition, lodging 
and food for UNI students are paid by the UNI 
JPEC.

The purpose of the CIPCO Business Enhancement 
Internships is to provide entrepreneurial students 
with experiential learning opportunities. This 
program provides internships with Iowa-based 
small businesses, new ventures, economic 
development corporations, and other worthy 
programs with a special emphasis toward 
companies in the CIPCO service territory.

 Small Business Assistance
The JPEC provides assistance for small business 
owners including one-on-one small business 
counseling and two-hour, hands-on workshops for 
UNI students, faculty, and staff, and an incubator 
for student entrepreneurs.

The Student Business Incubator of the John 
Pappajohn Entrepreneurial Center is designed 
to inspire and educate UNI students interested 
in entrepreneurship and small business. The 
incubator is an educational lab space for student 
owners to explore business ideas 

with the assistance of the JPEC and other 
professionals. The incubator provides equipped 
entrepreneurial suites, small business counseling, 
and a comprehensive small business education 
program including lunch-and-learn workshops. A 
virtual program exists for student businesses not 
requiring office space and a digital imaging lab 
is available for the technology needs of virtual 
tenants.

Selected Topics for Students and Staff is a series 
of workshops that are offered free-of-charge in 
the fall and spring semesters to all UNI students, 
faculty and staff. Topics include how to start a 
small business, write a business plan, market a 
small business, keep records for a small business 
and other information.

 Student Organization 
The UNI Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization 
(CEO) brings together all UNI students interested 
in entrepreneurship and small business. Activities 
of CEO include hosting workshops, helping 
fellow CEO members launch small businesses, 
attending the national conference, sponsoring an 
elevator pitch competition, competing in a year-
long business simulation competition, and social 
activities to strengthen networking and business 
skills.

 Conferences, Competitions, and Awards
The JPEC sponsors numerous conferences, 
competitions, and awards annually to benefit 
student and non-student entrepreneurs. 

The UNI Entrepreneurship Symposium is an 
annual fall event that brings successful UNI alumni 
to campus to inspire students to be creative in life 
and business. Students are encouraged to consider 
starting and owning a business. 

Annually, one of the Pappajohn Centers hosts the 
Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Iowa Conference. This 
early spring conference brings nationally known 
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