


A Glimpse of Oelwein, Iowa 

LOCATION 
Oelwein is in the heart of northeast Iowa, the largest city in Fayette County. Major highway transportation 

and a central time zone simplify business activities between many larger Midwest cities such as Des Moines, 

Omaha, Kansas City, St. Louis, Chicago, Milwaukee and Minneapolis. Oelwein Municipal Airport has two 

runways. 
 

EDUCATION 
Oelwein places a high value on education with over 98% of students graduating and over 87% going on the 

post-secondary education. Both public and private schools consistently rank high in science, academics, 

sports, music and other disciplines. 27% of high school students take post-secondary classes at the NICC 

classrooms in the new Regional Academy of Math and Science (RAMS). For more info, visit 

www.oelwein.k12.ia.us. 
 

HEALTH CARE 
Mercy Hospital is located in Oelwein. A joint commission accredited facility, Mercy includes intensive care, 

emergency care, a new pain clinic, xray, therapy and ambulance services. Four senior care facilities offer 

nursing care as well as assisted and independent living options. Medical clinics include family practitioners, 

chiropractors, dentists, optometrists, therapy, and podiatry. 
 

RECREATION 
Outdoor activities abound with two public golf courses, tennis, nine public parks, City Park with camp-

grounds and a 55-acre lake, a new Sports Complex for baseball, softball and soccer, Aquatic Center with 

waterslide and mini-golf, paved hiking and biking trails, boating, fishing, hunting, snowmobiling and cross-

country skiing. 
 

ENTERTAINMENT 
Local entertainment includes a twin-screen first-run movie theater, two museums, Williams Performing Arts 

Center with regional and national music concerts and plays; Williams Wellness Center featuring a walking 

track, basketball court, weight room, exercise machines and variety of classes and activities for all ages; new 

public library; bowling alley; car shows; fine dining and ethnic restaurants; large Independence Day celebra-

tion; Heritage Festival and Railroad Days in July and August; Italian Heritage Day; annual quilt shows; farm-

ers market, golf tournaments; square dancing; and dozens of clubs and civic organizations. 
 

REGIONAL ATTRACTIONS 
Regional attractions include the Amish Community, Fontana Nature Center, Backbone State Park, Volga 

Lake Recreation Area, Barn Quilts of Fayette County, the Elgin Maize Maze, trout streams, the Mississippi 

River, and  easy access to the many cultural attractions of Dubuque, Waterloo and Cedar Rapids. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
The Daily Register newspaper reliably conveys community information. Oelwein also boasts an AM-FM 

broadcast radio station, KOEL. Advertising on these mediums is a bargain in today’s media markets. 
 

RELIGION 
Twelve congregations serve the worship needs of our community, and work to provide financial aid and 

emotional support. Sacred Heart offers a K-6 elementary school. 
 

COMMERCIAL 
Numerous local shops in our charming downtown offer individual service with a small-town flavor. Choices 

include large chain stores, two new art galleries, new home décor shop, three banks, a lumber store, garden 

centers, and a full range of retail and service industries to serve the needs and desires of the area. 




